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TURN SIGNAL LAMPS— SAE J588d 



SAE Standard 



Report of the Lighting Division approved February 1927 and last revised by Lighting Committee June 1966. 



Definition— Turn signal lamps are the signalling elements of a turn 
signal system which indicate a change in direction by giving flashing 
warning lights on the side toward which the turn will be made. (For 
flashing rate and "on" period see SAE J590) . 

Classification—Turn signal lamps are classified as either Class A or 
Class B. 

Class A lamps may be used on any vehicle but are primarily for use on 
Trucks, Truck Tractors, Trailers, and Buses which are 80 or more in. 
wide. 

Class B lamps are primarily for use on Vehicles and Trailers which 
are less than 80 in. wide. 

General Requirements—The effective projected illuminated area meas- 
ured on a plane at right angles to the axis of a lamp must not be_ less 
than 12 sq in. for Class A and 3i/ 2 sq in. for Class B. 

The illuminated area of a Class A or Class B signal lamp need have no 
arrow, word, letter or other device intended to identify the signal. 

The flashing signal from a double-faced signal lamp shall not be 
obliterated when subjected to external light rays from either in front 
or behind, at any and all angles. 



The following sections from SAE J5*75 are a part of this standard. 

Section B— Samples for Test 

Section C— Lamp Bulbs 

Section D— Laboratory Facilities 

Section E— Vibration Test 

Section F— Moisture Test 

Section G— Dust Test 

Section H— Corrosion Test 

Section J— Photometric Test— For Class A and Class B turn signal 
lamps, see Section J and Table 2 of SAE J575. 

Rear signals from double faced Class A turn signal lamps shall meet 
the candlepower requirements in Table 2 from directly to the rear to 
the left for a left lamp and from directly to the rear to the right for a 
right lamp, except that at H-V, the candlepower shall be hot less than 
60 for red lights and not less than 180 for amber. (The intent of the 
foregoing sentence is to permit the manufacturer to provide glare pro- 
tection for the driver.) 

All beam candlepower measurements shall be made with the incan- 
descent filament of the signal lamp at least 1 6 ft from the photometer 
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TURN SIGNAL SWITCH 



0.30 V for 3 lamp load per side 

0.35 V for 4 lamp load per side 

0.40 V for 5 lamp load (or greater) per side 
before, during, and after the endurance test. 

If wiring is an integral part of the switch, the voltage drop measure- 
ment is to be made including 3 in. of wire on each side of switch; 
otherwise, measurement is to be made at switch terminals. Care shall 
be taken not to include the voltage drop of other devices in the circuit. 



6. Combination Turn Signal and Hazard Warning Signal Switches 

6.1 The same combination switch shall be used for the test of 
each function. The turn signal switch function shall meet the re- 
quirements of this standard. The hazard warning signal switch func- 
tion shall meet the requirements of SAE J9I0. 

6.2 The operating motion of the hazard warning signal switch 
function shall differ from the actuating motion of the turn signal 
switch function. 




